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SUBJECT: ARMING OF ADDIS ABABA KEBELES CONTINUES APACE 

1 . AUGUST 17 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED CEREMONY AT GRAND 
PALACE IN WHICH 1,950 REVOLUTIONARY DEFENSE SQUAD MEMBERS 
FROM 130 ADDIS ABABA URBAN DWELLERS' ASSOCIATIONS 
(KEBELES) WERE GIVEN ARMS. AS IN PAST, PMAC MEMBER MASTER- 
SERGEANT LEGESSE ASFAW MADE PRESENTATIONS AND DELIVERED 
SPEECH. LEGESSE TOLD DEFENSE SQUAD MEMBERS ARMS WOULD 
ENABLE THEM TO DEFEND GAINS OF REVOLUTION, CRUSH COUNTER- 
REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS, PROTECT PUBLIC PROPERTY, AND MAIN- 
TAIN PEACE, SECURITY AND ORDER. HE ADDED ARMING OF BROAD 
MASSES WOULD CONTINUE. (THIS CONSISTENT WITH ASSERTIONS 

BY RELIABLE SOURCE THAT PMAC INTENDS TO ARM 50-60 PERSONS 
IN EACH OF ADDIS ABABA'S NEARLY THREE HUNDRED KEBELES.) 

ALTHOUGH FREQUENCY OF URBAN ASSASSINATIONS HAD DECLINED 
RECENTLY, PREVIOUS DAY S PAPER ANNOUNCED ASSASSINATIONS 
OF POLICE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR, ANOTHER KEBELE CHAIR- 
MAN, AND DEFENSE SQUAD MEMBER. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE INVASION OF OGADEN, WHICH COULD 
HAVE POTENTIAL OF UNIFYING COUNTRY, PROMINENT PUBLIC 
CEREMONY ARMING MORE KEBELE MEMBERS CLEAR DEMONSTRA- 
TION OF CONTINUING PMAC CONCERN OVER ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
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URBAN TERRORISTS' ACTIVITIES. IT NOT EXPECTED ANY 
OF NEWLY ARMED KEBELE MEMBERS WILL BE MOBILIZED FOR 
DEFENSE CAMPAIGN. HOWEVER, RECRUITMENT OF URBAN 
DWELLERS FOR CAMPAIGN IS BEING IMPLEMENTED CONCUR- 
RENTLY THROUGH KEBELES. 
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